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PTO Meeting Notes
Wednesday February 6th, 2019


All School Updates– Alyssa Bernstein, PTO President
· 5th grade musical

· Seussical the Musical is being head up by Mr. Bianco and will run at the end of March 
· One of a kind custom NE Seussical t-shirts are available for purchase.  All funds raised go towards putting the play on
· Plays are amazing at NE and take a lot of effort – costumes, stage designs, make up etc. 
· Judy’s Take Over was a success 

· $250 raised towards PTO

·  Judy’s donated some money as well.  

· Auction

·  3/15 @7pm at Italian Center

· Biggest school fundraiser, supports 2 years’ worth of our PTO budget

(PTO budget supplements our schools initiatives – PTO pays for all school field trips, scholastics, assemblies  to name a  few) 

· Auction committee is working hard to make this a fun and successful event.  Many prizes such as various Yankee items, Barcelona chef will cook for 6 people at your home, US Open Tickets and much more 

· More donations always welcome – reach out to Christine Meek or Lindsey Powell
· Teachers are invited – separate sign up coming

· Community is always welcome

· Theme – March Madness – wear your favorite sports team.  Will have DJ, games, food & drink included.  It’s a fun night!

Jeff Bianco – Title 1 Math Teacher
· Main role is to work with students who are struggling with math

· Assistance very targeted

· Presentation will focus on 3 areas: 
· Intervention programs – students who struggle with math

· Strategist to do at home
· Explore math enrichment

· Intervention
· Uses scientifically researched strategies that help students thrive in areas they need extra support

· Small group instruction occurs in the classroom – teachers engage students in small math stations (all across Stamford) 

· Small groups are differentiated based on skills each group needs to work on
· 3x a year a math inventory assessment takes places (sept, jan and may).  This gives a measurement on where students stand
· Very informative for teachers and helps guide lesson planning and group learning: 
· Tier 1 students– follow general instruction
· Tier 2 students – offer targeted in classroom enrichment
· Tier 3 –move out of classroom for title 1 services with Mr. Bianco

· Strategies at home

· Fast Math 

· Every student has access to Fast Math.  Each student has an account

· User name is their student number.  Can get this from child’s teacher or can reach out to Mr. Bianco
· Password s password1 

· Tool specific to fact fluency  in the areas of addition and multiplication.  Program strives to understand what facts students are fluent in. 

· From there it will focus on what they need to work on with repeated modeling practice and then moves the student through drills
· Once they master the days lesson and drills they can play math fact games related to what they are working to master
· FastMath is done in classrooms at math stations, Mr. Bianco will do this with his groups as well 

· Dreambox

· Passwords vary – can reach out to teacher or Mr. Bianco

· 9gd3-ne =  ipad password

· Assesses students’ abilities and provides activities to help them catch up or move on to next level

· Program practices a skill a few times until they reach mastery

· Once master a skill, brings that skill to the next level which the program guides them through
· Helpful when a parent can sit with child and guide them as they go 

· Everyday Math online (intervention and enrichment)

· Program allows students to practice lessons and games  learned in class

· Can access teacher’s lessons within the day’s lesson and day before 

· Students once logged in have access to their student reference book – shows them how to do each skill (such as measurement strategies etc.)  They also have access to a Tool Kit (such as base 10 blocks) that allow them to complete problems.  Some lessons have tutorial videos.  

· If child does not have a log in please let Mr. Bianco know
· Other strategies to use at home
· Old fashion flash cards are great

· Google “math work sheets” and you can find many free downloadable worksheets

· Fraction circles (back of math journals have them) or ask Mr. Bianco for some
· Greg Tang Math Games – practices the strategies of Singapore math. Shows great strategies for how students can learn math.  

· Breaks down the strategies and reasoning behind – Greg Tang games and worksheets are great

Enrichment

· Most resources are allocated towards intervention over enrichment

· Many people pay for services like Mathnasiam but there are also great programs that support enrichment that are for free such as Dreambox and Greg Tang. 
· Everyday Math online – can’t move ahead in lessons but you can move ahead on games (can play games at a higher grade level). Students should be familiar with majority of games.  

· Com Academy – can be used as intervention and enrichment

· Non profit – can sign up for free

· Exposes students k-12 to math skills

· Puts students through an assessment – as they correctly answer questions they get more challenging.  When student reaches  a skill they need to work on, tutorial videos are available 
· Greg Tang Math https://gregtangmath.com/games 

· Some services are free, some are required to pay 

· Resources – many available and free printable worksheets that help support specific skills

· Great games that are all free – start off very basic and then get very challenging – once master you move to next game.  

· Makes the skill attainable and understandable 
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